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Wichita Urban Infill Advisory Committee Meeting 

April 9, 2018 
MAPC Conference Room, 2nd Floor, Ronald Reagan Building, 271 W. 3rd St., Wichita 

4:30-6:00 p.m. 

 

Discussion Highlights and Points of Agreement 
 

1. Welcome - 
The meeting commenced at 4:33 pm. Ms. Hunt welcomed the committee members and 
introduced Mr. Graham Smith, the project manager from Gould Evans, the consulting firm 

selected to prepare the Wichita:  plan.  Mr. Smith was welcomed back 
to Wichita for the third meeting with the Committee along with Ms. Ciara Schlichting, of Toole 
Design. 

 

2. Meeting Summary –  
Ms. Hunt requested approval of the meeting summary from the March 12, 2018 meeting of the 
Urban Infill Committee.  The summary was approved unanimously by the committee members 
present. 

 
3. Presentation: 

Mr. Smith summarized the socio and demographic information from the January meeting 
including population, household information and market indicators. The take-a-way was that 
population and job growth are lacking and there is a mismatch between unemployment 
concentrations and job centers.  There has been considerable investment within the Established 
Central Area (ECA) and some areas have momentum while other areas experience challenges. 
 
Visioning Review 
Mr. Smith said they’ve analyzed the data including development patterns, street patterns and 
how they have changed over time. Various maps depicting this analysis were presented. The 
Visual Preference Survey resulted in respondents’ opinions on public spaces, the pedestrian 
experience and development preferences. 
 
Draft Statement 
A draft statement was shared with the committee: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comments from the Committee included the prevalence of bike lanes throughout the city, the 
safety of children traveling to school, defining the term “putting people first” and the 

“The ECA is a place for people; a place that provides for the movement 
of people, on foot, on bike and through transit in balance with 
automobiles. The creation of a connected accessible community, 
including strong neighborhoods, vibrant active centers and community 
destinations will demonstrate our commitment to development and 
public improvements that put people first.  The reimagining of our 
urban areas will advance our economy and revitalize our community.” 
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relationship between the transportation network and the development pattern supported by 
such network. 
 
Walkability Assessment 
Ms. Ciara Schlichting spoke next about the Walkability Assessment conducted in Wichita.  Good 
examples found include the Delano neighborhood, the Q-Line, the prevalence of mid-block 
crossings available and the good connections to bicycle infrastructure.  Ms. Schlichting shared 
various maps from information obtained in the Walkability Assessment.    
 
Challenges to walkability include wide streets with many travel lanes, resulting in higher vehicle 
travel speeds.  Numerous one-way streets increase vehicle speeds as well. Downtown has good 
transit accommodations that diminish in areas further from the downtown area.  
 
The Pedestrian Demand Analysis identified area of Wichita where there is likely more demand 
for walking in the City. 
 
Ms. Schlichting asked the Committee to share their personal knowledge of Wichita by 
identifying “places’ within the City. Places are informal, often small, local gathering places that 
help identify the surrounding area.  Committee members shared with the group the places they 
identified. 
 
Mr. Smith asked the group to identify significant nodes, areas of neighborhood or corridors 
where attention should be directed as being special to Wichita.  These areas may ultimately 
become a model for several places throughout the City.  Committee members shared their 
thoughts with the whole group.  
 
Mr. Smith said the Visioning document will be available on-line shortly and encouraged 
everyone present to attend the Evergreen branch of the Wichita Public Library next Monday, 
April 16, 2018, beginning at 5:30 for the Walkability Summit.  The consultant will return in June 
for the next phase of the Plan.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm. 

 

4. Other Business –  None 

 
5. Comments from the Public - None 

 

6. Meeting Adjourned – 6:10 p.m. 


